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A DESCRIPTION, &c. 


THE SITUATION, EXTENT, AND HEIGHT, or 
THE MALVERN HILLS DESCRIBED — SOME | 
ACCOUNT OF THEIR COMPONENT MATTER 
— CONJECTURE RESPECTING THEIR STATE 
IN REMOTE ANTIQUITY==0ESTCK OF THEIR 
SURFACE. 


FT appears that the Mal vERB HiLLs 
have been long diſtinguiſhed by that 
title; but, according to the rules of 
geography, they will not properly bear 
the appellation.—The rata in theſe 

elevated tracts are arranged in a 
5 8 . per- 
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614 
perpendicular direction, which is the 


_ diſcriminative mark, or characteriſtic, 
of a mountain, always attended to by 
thoſe who have treated ſcientifically of 


that branch of knowledge. However, 


| fince the name of Matvern Hills is 
rendered familiar by cuſtom, I ſhall 


fpeak of them under that denomi- 
nation. 


* * X & M * * * „ * 


Theſe eminences are ſituated in the 
ſeveral counties of Worceſter, Gloceſter 


and Hereford ; environed on the eaſt 
by an expanſive plain, and on the 


| weſt by an uneven, but fertile tract of 


country. They are about eight miles 
ſouth-weſt from Worceſter, twenty eaſt 
from Hereford, and fourteen north-weſt 
from Glouceſter. Their geographical 


ſituation is in about 52 degrees of | 
north latitude, and one hundred and 
: fifteen mules north-weſt, or 3 degrees 


Jon gitude 
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longitude weſt, from the meridian of 


London. 


The Hills extend about nine miles in 
length; namely, from Leigh-Sinton, in 
the county of Worceſter, to Bromſ- 
berrow, in the county of Glouceſter ; 
the former being the. moſt northern, 
and the latter the moſt ſouthern, ex- 
tremity. 


Their breadth is very unequal; ſo 
much ſo, that it varies from one mile 
to two miles, and n | 


The higheſt parts are thoſe diſtin- 


guiſhed by the names of the Hereford- 


ſhire and Worceſterſhire Beacon, proba- 


bly ſo called from their being uſed as 


ſignal places, when the adjacent country 
was the theatre of military achievements. 
Theſe elevated protuberances are about 
four miles diſtant, and ſituated in the 
reſpective counties, which diſtinguiſh 

"3 their 
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their appellation. The Herefordſhire 
Beacon was formerly computed to be 
the higheſt point of the hills; but by an 
accurate menſuration, the Worceſter- 
ſhire Beacon is found to be ſomething 
higher; the former being about twelve 
hundred and fixty, and the latter about 
thirteen hundred feet, perpendicular 
height from the ſurface of the adjacent. 
level. 


The component matter of the Malvern 
Hills, principally conſiſts of a maſs of 
ſtone of various kinds; but which 1s 
in general ſo rugged and brittle, as 
renders it unfit for carving, or being 
applied to any valuable purpoſes. 
About two-thirds of the maſs is granite, 
a ſilicious ſubſtance of a grey colour 
mixed with veins. of red. In ſome 
places this ſtone can be raiſed in blocks 
of a conſiderable magnitude, but rarely 
without a mixture of ſome heterogeneous 
matter. It is of an exceeding durable 
| nature, 
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nature, and poſſeſſes the chymical 
property of reſiſting acids. Both the 
grey and the red takes a good poliſh, 
and the latter then ſomewhat reſembles 


. cornelian. 

* 6 5 n 

The hills contain a conſiderable 
: 3 quantity of quartz, ſmall pieces of 
f 3 which may ſometimes be found per- 


fectly exempt from any other ſubſtance; 
but in general it is united with the 
granite into an aggregate body. This 
is a ſpecies of flint of a whitiſh colour; 


it ſtrikes fire with. ſteel, and reliſts 
acids. | 7 


Excluſive of the various kinds of 
ſtone that compoſe the rata, are con- 
tained a great variety of calcarious, 
mineral, and argillaceous ſubſtances, 
detached in maſſes among the rocks, 
or depoſited in veins in the incumbent 


begs of grayel, * 
The 


— — « 
—— . — —ę—— —p— ä — — a 
—— — - — 


— — —— — 


- ———— — — —u— 
— —— — — 


——— — — 
—— —— — 


— —̃ ——— — 
— ” 


— ee a oe — ——— 
32 ů —  — > — _ — es — 5 


———— — 
———— — — — rs 


—— 
— —ͤ—6 . —2—— — 


— OE ET DET 


A 8] 


The moſt remarkable of theſe pro- 
ductions is a large maſs of ore, lying in 


the ſummit of the hill, about one mile 


to the ſouthward of the village of 
Great Malvern.— This ſubſtance is 


rather ponderous, therefore no doubt 
was formerly entertained but that it 
might be productive of ſome kind of 


metal. Hence, about the year 1715, 
a ſmelting houſe was erected at a ſmall 
diſtance from the ſpot, by one Williams, 
of Briſtol, and furniſhed with proper 
utenſils for the purpoſe of refining. the 
above mineral ſubſtance.—But this pro- 
ceſs could not be effected; in conſe- 


quence of which, the building was 


taken down, and of courſe the buſineſs 


wholly relinquiſhed. 


Nov it has been afferted, that the 
miſcarriage proceeded from a defici- 


ency of ſkill in the workmen who were 


employed in the operation; and that 
| it 
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was till practicable to be brought to 
fome degree of perfection. But this 
aſſertion has been refuted by recent 
experiments, which have proved this 
fubſtance to be a kind of mica, not 
fuſible by any proceſs whatever. 


Though this is the preciſe nature of 
the ore, taken at no conſiderable diſ- 
ance from the ſurface of the hill; yet 
the interior parts may contain ore, not 
only fuſible, but even valuable. That 
this is the caſe, has been the opinion 
of ſeveral gentlemen converſant in mine- 
ral reſearches; and likewiſe of the 


ingenious Dr. Wall, of Oxford, who 
in a note to his appendix on the Mal- 


vern Waters, makes the following ob- 
ſer vation: Whatever metallic ſub- 


« ſtance this hill may be found here- 


« after to conceal, many circumſtances 
« lead us to imagine, that it the re- 


« ſearches formerly undertaken ſhould 


«© 6yer 
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| eyer be renewed, and purſued with 


« liberality and unremitting perſeve- 
* rance, the exertions of the proprietor 


« will not be unrewarded. It requires 


© no common degree of patriotiſm, and 
e the aſſiſtance of great wealth to pro- 
e ſecute ſuch enquiries. Hence many 
« ſpots, which have been generally be- 
© Heved rich in mineral productions, 
have been neglected for years, from 


« the parſimony or timidity of their 


« poſleſſors.” 


It may be proper to obſerve, that 
the trials; made about the year 1715, 
were never carried to any great extent, 
being in ſome meaſure cramped by 


the narrow circumſtances of the pro- 
prietor, who in the courſe of this 
buſineſs expended about ſix hundred 
pounds; which is ſaid to have been 
nearly the whole of his property. 


8 Among 
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Among the above-mentioned ore is 
found that curious production aſbeſtos; 
an inconſumable matter, which is well 
known, and was much eſteemed by - 
the ancients. | 


In one part of the Hills 1 1 
a ſmall quantity of ſpar lying in the 
ſoil, or gravel, about two feet below 
the ſurface: It was hard and quite 
pellucid, and formed in hexagonal 


 chryſtaline figures. 


That beautiful elevated ground called 
Old-Caſtle Bank, which branches out 
of the hill, and extends in a tranſ- 
verſe direction about a mile to the 
weſtward, is chiefly compoſed of water 
ſtone; a brittle ſubſtance, not ſuffici- 
ently durable for the exterior purpoſes 
of building. When it is applied to 
the repair of the public roads, -or long 

expoſed 
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expoſed to the weather, it diſſolves 


to a greyiſh ſoil, that is ſaid to be 


favourable to vegetation. 


The weſtern declivity of the Hill 


contains a bed of limeſtone, which is 
the courſe of a vein that commences near 
Penſax, in the county of Worceſter, 
and terminates at Ledbury, in the 
county of Hereford. It produces ex- 


cellent lime, at leaſt in the vicinity 
of the Malvern Hills, where large quan- 


tities are made annually; particularly 


in the pariſhes of Colwall and Mathon. 


This ſtone, which is of a blue caſt, is 
interſperſed with veins of a whitiſh 
colour, which together take an ex- 
cellent poliſh. It is ſometimes uſed. 


for chimney-pieces; and, when pro- 


perly finiſhed appears little inferior to 
the a Laos marble. 
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In the above limeſtone are an almoſt 
infinite variety of marine productions, 
particularly the remains of ſhell-fiſh ; 
fuch as cockles and muſcles, of va- 


rious ſizes; ſome of them partly, and 


others of them wholly, petrified, or 
changed to a perfect limeſtone. I 
have likewiſe ſeen the fragments of 
different kinds of fiſh, in a ſtate of 
petrifaction, but retaining their natural 
figure. Theſe Araia alſo abound with 
the relics of ſeveral kinds of zoo- 
phites, a- moſt ſingular marine produc- 
tion, which are always found in a 
_ petrified ſtate, and are commonly known 
by the name of ſcrew-ſtones. They 
are the remains of ſubſtances that 
poſſeſſed animal and vegetable life, 
and which are therefore conſidered 
+ by naturaliſts, as the grand concate- 
nation of the animal and vegetable 
kingdoms. I have recently diſcovered 
in this limeſtone the fragment of a 
horn, 
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| horn, which probably belonged to a 


cornigerous marine animal. It is in 


a petrified ſtate, but not totally diveſted 
of its original teſtaceous matter. Here 
is alſo found the cornu-ammonis; ſpeci- 
mens of which I have ſeen of different 


ſizes, but always diveſted of their 


native ſhell, —I have likewiſe found the 


nautilus, the head of an exceeding large 
encrinus, ſeveral ſpecies of gryphites, 


corals, fungi marini, &c. Many of theſe 
marine relics are in great preſervation; 


the ſhell-fiſh retain their #ri#, and the 


other kinds their reſpective vertibræ, 
with their figures ſo extremely perfekt, 
as leave no room to doubt of their 


ſpecies, and inconteſtibly prove that 
they belonged to the aquatic element. 


It undoubtedly exceeds the limits of 
human abilities to demonſtrate the 
origin of the Malvern Hills, or to 
aſcertain the period of their exiſtence. | 

Never- 
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Nevertheleſs, it is obvious that they 


are either primary productions of na- 
ture, or were produced at ſome very 


remote æra, and might probably have 


been rocks involved by the ocean. — 
This latter idea, at the firſt percep- 


tion, may appear rather romantic, till 


it be recollected that the globe has 


ſuffered various revolutions, and that 
its ſurface, in many parts, has under- 
gone a ſimilar alteration.—Thoſe ma- 
rine productions contained in the lime- 
ſtone, as before recited, form the prin- 
cipal baſis of this conjecture. The 
method of their arrangement in the 


ſtrata evidently ſhews, that they were 


thus depoſited by water: hence thoſe 
parts muſt have been pervaded by 
that element. That vaſt aggregate 


maſs, or rock, which compoſes the 


Hills, is perfectly exempt from any 
marine production; an indication, not 
only of their primary exiſtence, but, 
e OS that 
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that they had acquired their folidity 
previous to the limeſtone. It was before 
obſerved, that the remains of zoophites, 
by ſome termed ſenſitive plants, were 
extremely numerous; which ſubſtances, 
when in a living ſtate, always inhabit 
the cavernous receſſes of rocks 
in the ſea, ſuch places only being 


adapted to the nature of their exiſt- 


ence—hence the diſcovery of theſe 


relics pleads ſtrongly in favour of the 


conjecture. The beds of limeſtone 


which contain thoſe marine bodies, 


when the water ſubſided, (which might 
have been either at the grand deluge, 
or ſome ſubſequent period), were pro- 


bably banks of ſoil, which, from being 
ſaturated with water, were ſubject to 
petrefaction. Therefore, it is preſum- 


able, that this law operated progreſ- 
ſively to the production of the lime- 
ſtone, and the preſervation of thoſe ad- 


ventitious ſubſtances. 3 
Cans Various 
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Various other productions of the 
natural kingdom, abound in the envi- 
rons of the Malvern Hills, from which 
inferences might alſo be deduced to 
illuſtrate the above conjecture; but 
natural hiſtory not being my peculiar 
ſtudy, nor its ſubject the deſign of the 


' preſent treatiſe, I ſhall, therefore, refer 


that detail to thoſe more converſant 


in ſuch diſquiſitions. 


The more elevated parts of the 


Malvern Hills, which are' not encloſed 
nor cultivated, chiefly belong to propri- 


etors of land in the adjoining pariſhes. 
The ſurface, in ſome places, is pro- 
ductive of gorſe and fern; in others it 


is a ſweet turf, affording an excellent 


ſheep-paſture :—Large numbers feed 
thereon, and the mutton, which is 
ſmall, is much eſteemed for its mild 
flavour. . + 85 
84 CHAP. 


CHAP II. 


AN ACCOUNT OF THE CAMPS—DIMENSIONS 


OF A CAVE IN THE HILL—PARTICULARS OF 


THE DISCOVERY OF A CORONET, OR CROWN 
OF GOLD—DESCRIPTION OF BRANSEIL CAS- 
TLE. e 


Ox that part of the Malvern Hills 
called the Herefordſhire Beacon, are 
the remains of an old camp; but by 
whom it was formed; or at what period 


of time, cannot be aſcertained, as there 


is no hiſtory extant that mentions the 


circumſtance: but it may be conjec- 
tured that it was formed at a very diſ- 


tant period; if not before hiſtory was 
known in Britain, yet before any pro- 


greſs 
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greſs was made in that ſcience; other- 
wiſe it is probable, that hiſtory would 


have afforded us ſome information con- 


cerning its origin. Some have imagined 
that it was a Roman or Saxon, and 
others a Britiſh camp. The latter 
opinion ſeems to carry the appearance 
of moſt probability; for it is natural to 
ſuppoſe, that when the Britons were 
driven by the Romans beyond the 
Severn, they poſted themſelves in ſome 


ſituation where they might be able to 


make a ſtand, and repel the further 
progreſs of their enemies. Now the 
Malvern Hills being advantageouſly 


ſituated for that purpoſe, they pro- 
bably availed themſelves of the eligible 


poſition. The exiſting remains of this 


camp conſiſt of two intrenchments, 


or what 1s uſually termed a double 
ditch, formed in a circular direction 
round the declivity of the eminence. 


The uppermoſt, which is very near to 


the 


E 
the ſummit, is about ſeven hundred 
feet in extent. The other is formed 
lower on the deſcent of the hill, and 
is much more extenſive, being upwards 
of half a mile in circumference. Theſe 
trenches are from fix to twelve feet 
deep, and in ſome places more than 
thirty feet broad, and ſuppoſed capable 
of containing an army of twenty thou- 
ſand men. The avenues or paſſes are 
ſtill to be ſeen, and the greateſt part 
is in fine preſervation. : 
On a protuberance of the Hill, about 
a mile and half further to the ſouth- 
ward, are the remains of another camp, 
conſiſting of only a ſingle ditch. The 
form and appearance of this, ſeem to 
beſpeak that it was not made by the 
fame people as the abovementioned; 
and perhaps was formed at a more re- 
mote period, 


On 
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On the declivity of the Herefordihire 
Beacon, at a ſmall diſtance from its 
ſummit, is a cave cut in the rock rather 
of an oval form, but of rude workman- 
ſhip and ſmall dimenſions. The en- 
trance is about four feet wide, and ſix 
feet high. The concavity, or hollowed 
part, is ten feet in length, ſix feet broad, 
and ſeven feet high. It is unknown 
for what purpoſe, or by whom this 


cell was made; but it is not unlikely 


to have been the retreat of ſome 


recluſe individual. 


A notion has long prevailed among 
the inhabitants of the adjoining coun- 
try, that much treaſure has been loſt 
or depoſited on the Malvern Hills ; 
but from whence ſuch an opinion 
originated I am at a loſs to conjec- 


ture. However, a quantity of filver 


coin was found about forty years back 
on the weſt ſide of the Hills, in the 
pariſh 


: 
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pariſh of Mathon. It is ſaid that it 
amounted to a conſiderable value; but 
I could never procure any further par- 


ticulars of it. But the moſt valuable, as 
well as ſingular diſcovery, was the 
coronet, or crown. of gold, and its ap- 


pendages, mentioned by Camden, and 
other writers and hiſtorians. There is 
a manuſcript account of the particu- 


lars of this diſcovery, kept in the 
library of Jeſus College, Oxford, of 


which the following is a copy 


« Within the diſtance of a muſket 


« ſhot of the trenches of the camp, 


ein the pariſh of Colwall, in Hereford- 
„ ſhire, was found, in the year 1650, 


« by Thomas Tailer, near Burſtners- 
“ croſs, as he was digging a ditch 


„round his cottage, a coronet, or 


ce bracelet of gold, ſet with precious 
« ſtones, of a ſize to be drawn over 


„the arm and fleeve. It was ſold. to. 


cc. Mr. 
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« Mr. Hill, a goldſmith, in Gloceſter, 
* for 371. Hill ſold it to a jeweller in 
« Lombard-ſtreet, London, for 2 l. 
and the jeweller fold the ſtones, 
«* which were deeply inlaid, for 1 5ool. 
*as Mr. Clough, of Lombard-ſtreet, 
reported.“ 


It has been ſuppoſed that the gold 
alone of this coronet, might have been 
worth about 1000l. which, added to 
the value of the diamonds abovemen- 
tioned, amounted to the amazing ſum 
of 2500]. This curious relic ſhould 
certainly have been preſerved as an 
invaluable piece of antiquity; but being 
only in the poſſeſſion of mechanics, and 
of ſuch great value, profit prevailed _ 
againſt curioſity; therefore it was ſoon 
demoliſhed, even before the diſcovery 
was made public, or any of the learned 
got the inſpection of it. The opinion 
of ſome is, that this was the diadem 


of 


E 


of a Britiſh prince, who might have 


been flain in ſome conteſt not far 
_ diſtant. 


It appears from the regiſters of Colwall, 


that there were ſeveral of the name of 
Thomas Tailer, lived there about the 


year 1650. On examining the deaths, 
found the entry of two of that name, 
one who died in 1654, and another 
who died in 1661. In the margin of 
the regiſter, oppoſite to the name of 
the latter, is perfixed an aſteriſk, which, 
in all probability, was inſerted, both 
to diſtinguiſh that this was the per- 


ſon rendered memorable by the above 
diſcovery; and alſo as a reference to 


ſome particulars made relating to it. 


On the declivity of the Malvern Hill, 


in the pariſh of Eaſtnor, are the ruins 


of Branſil Caſtle. A veſtige of the 


wall is the only part remaining of this 


ancient ſtructure, which was fortified 


with 


ſci 
ſur 


inf 
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with a double ditch faced with ſtone. 
The appearance of this venerable ruin 
immured in wood, together with the ob- 
ſcurity of its ſituation, and ſtillneſs of the 
ſurrounding water, fills the mind of the 
beholder with a contemplative melan- 
choly. I have not been able to obtain 

information at what time it was erected, 
or who was its founder; but the gene- 
ral opinion is, that it was built by the 
Britains, ſoon after the Romans left 
this iſland. Some ancient records, I 
am informed, ſhew, that this caſtle 
came to the crown by forfeiture, from 
the Earl of Dorſet; and that Henry VI. 
granted it to the great Talbot, Earl of 
Shrewſbury. . It afterwards became the 
property of the Reeds, of Lugwardine, 
in the county of Hereford; from a de- 
ſcendant of which family it was pur- 
chaſed about the year 1778, by Charles 
Lord Sommers, 'the preſent proprietor. 

| CHAP. 


CHAP III 


OF THE HOLY WELL, THE EFFICACY OF ITS 


WATERS, AND THE METHOD OF USING 11 


SOME OTHER SPRINGS TAKEN NOTICE OF— 


DESCRIPTION OF THE LODGING HOUSE— 


EXTENT AND BEAUTY OF THE PROSPECTS 
FROM THE MALVERN HILLS—ACCOUNT OF 
THE RIDES IN THEIR VICINITY. 


A Variety of ſprings riſe from the 
Malvern Hills, ſome of which are un- 
commonly pure, and others are im- 
pregnated with different ſubſtances — 
Experience has proved that many of 


theſe ſprings are ſerviceable in vari- 
ous diſeaſes; but there is one called 
the Holy Well, that is allowed to 


be more eminently ſalubrious, which 


has attracted peculiar attention.— 


This 


N31 


This riſes on the eaſt ſide of the 


Hill, in the county of Worceſter ; 
diſtant two miles from the village 
of Great Malvern; and is the ſource 
of that much eſteemed clear element, 
called Malvern Water. From whence 
this ſpring derived its appellation is 
not certainly known; but tradition ſays, 


that it was in great repute with the 


antients, who aſcribed the virtue of the 
water to a ſupernatural effect, commu- 
nicated by ſome celeſtial benefactor; 
and therefore this well was dignified 


with the epithet, Holy. It is probable. 
that the title thus originated; at leaſt, 


however, the above aſſertion is not re- 


pugnant to the ſuperſtitious notions 
which prevailed in former ages. 


The medicinal virtues of this water 
have been repeatedly experienced by 
the afflicted; not only among the inha- 


bitants of the * country, 
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but by invalids who have come there 


from different parts of the kingdom. 
It has proved ſingularly beneficial in 


ſerophulous caſes. Objects thus af- 
fitted, have arrived at Malvern in the 
moſt deplorable condition, who ſoon 
found relief, and in no long time 
were perfectly cured, by the conftant 


uſe of this ſalutary water. It has 
ſeldom failed of being ſerviceable in 


moſt diſorders of the eyes; and there 
are many inſtances of its having ef- 


fected a eure in theſe complaints, 
when the preſcriptions of ſome very 
eminent of the faculty had proved 


ineffettual. This water has alſo proved 


very beneficial to people afflicted with 


cancerous complaints, and old ulcers, 
whom it has reſtored to ſoundneſs, 
health, and vigour. It is hkewiſe 


efficacious in moſt cutaneous diforders; 


alſo in glandular obſtructions, and 


nephritic complaints: but, though 


the water has been found more pe- 
Ss culiarly 
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culiarly ſucceſsful in the cure of the 
above diſeaſes, yet it has proved 
ſerviceable in a great many others. 


The numerous cures of dangerous 


complaints effected by this water, 


prove, beyond a doubt, that it poſſeſſes 
a powerful efficacy; but from what 

origin this quality proceeds has not, 
perhaps, been clearly aſcertained, tho 


various trials have been made for that 


purpoſe. The moſt general opinion 
formerly was, that it aroſe from a 
mineral impregnation ; but that idea 
has been long ſince refuted by a 
variety of experiments, made or ſanc- 
tioned by Dr. M. Wall, of Oxford, 
who, in his Treatiſe* thereof, concludes, 


« That from the whole of the experi- 


ments contained in his appendix, it 


* This TrzartisE may ſtill be had of 
Mx, Holt, Bookſeller, Wok cs TER. 
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Doctor e an eminent phyſi- 
cian in Worceſter, informed me, © That 
he had made experiments on the 
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efficacy in fcrophulous caſes, cuta- 
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appears that the Holy-Well water, 
at Malvern, does not contain any 
uncombined vitriolic acid, nor any 
volatile alcali, nor any metallic alt; 


that it is ſlightly impregnated with 
fixed air, ſome common air, ſome 


ſelenites, and ſome unneuteralized 
calcarious earth. Hence it is obvi- 
ous, that the principal virtue of Mal- 
vern water, muſt depend upon its 


extreme purity, aſſiſted by the fixed 
air which it contains.“ 


Holy-Well water, but could not find 
that it contained any fixed air ; that 
his experience had confirmed its great 


neous eruptions, and alſo in nephritic 
complaints; and this efficacy he aſ- 
cribed to the great purity of the 
| <« water 
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'« water alone.” He moreover obſerved, 


« That the temperate warmth of the air, 


and great purity of the water at Mal- 


« yern and its vicinity, induced him 


to conſider that ſituation peculiarly 
adapted for patients afflicted with 
« nervous diſorders, or inclined to con- 


« ſumptions ; eſpecially in the ſummer 
or autumnal months.“ 


It may be proper to obſerve, that in 


moſt complaints for which the water 


is preſcribed, it muſt be uſed both by 
drinking and lotion. In ſcrophulous 
and ſcorbutic complaints, bathing the 
whole body and drinking freely of the 
water are exceedingly neceſſary ; and 
in ulcerous diſorders, the methods of 
admitting the water into the affected 
part as it falls from the ſpout, and the 
application of wet linen, are found the 


moſt n 
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Early riſing, and a proper degree of 


exerciſe, either by riding on horſeback 
or walking on the Hill previous to 
uſing the water; and alſo at intervals 


afterwards ſhould by no means be omit- 
ted; as ſuch exerciſe in that pure air 
will promote a due circulation, and 
indeed prove a powerful auxiliary in 
the cure of thoſe diſeaſes, for which 
the Malvern waters are recommended. 


The ſource of the Holy-Well is ſe- 
cured by a decent building, containing 


a bath and ſeveral apartments ſuited to 
the various purpoſes that uſing the 
water require. 


Near the village of Great Malvern is 
a ſpring that affords a lightly impreg- 


nated Chalybeate water, of which kind 


this is perhaps the moſt free from earthy 


or calcarious matter of any that is pro- 


duced in Great Britain, It has proved 


eminently 
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eminently ſerviceable in confanttive 
complaints, nervous diſorders, and ema- 
ciated conſtitutions.. 


The late Dr. Wall, of Worceſter, 
ſays, © It ſeems to challenge one of 
e the firſt places amongſt the waters 
« of this claſs. For though it be not 
4 ſo highly impregnated with iron as 
«© ſome others, yet it is ſufficiently ſo 
4 to anſwer all our expectations from 
it as a Chalybeate; and being much 
* leſs loaded with earth than others, 
it ſeems probable that the ferruginous 
« particles will for that reaſon be more 
* readily and intimately mixed with 


_ © the blood and juices, whilſt the 


* water, by its extreme purity, per- 
« vading the fineſt veſſels, waſhes away 
the accrimonious ſalts and obſtruct- 
© Mg viſcidities—This water at the 


 « ſpring head inſtantly ſtrikes a fair 


cc purple with galls; and if carefully 
700 taken. 


5 


* taken up and cloſe corked, will 


< retain the ſame property ſeveral. 


© hours; but the colour grows gra- 


* dually more and more pale, and at 


« the laſt approaches to the orange. 
To have this water, therefore, in full 


- perfection, it muſt be drank at the 
« ſource.” 


Oi the welt £de of he BL is ths 


pariſh of  Colwall, is a ſpring called 
Moorarls Well, that affords a water, 
which has proved ſerviceable in ſcro- 
phulous caſes. Here a building con- 


| taining a bath is erected near to the 


| ſpring, for the convenience of people 
who uſe the water. 


There is motor ſpring on the weſt 


ſide of the Hill, called Walms Well. 
This water is much eſteemed by the 
neighbouring inhabitants, who aſſert 


that it is beneficial 1 in a great variety of 
diſorders 


IT 
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diforders, and particularly in cutaneous 
complaints. It is faid that this water 
contains ſulphur, from which, it per- 
haps derives that ſalubrity for which 
it 1s s celebrated. 8 


There are two other ſprings riſe from 


the weſt fide of the Hills, the one in the 


pariſh of Colwall, and the other in the 
pariſh of Eaſtnor, which have a petre- 
factive property. This is evident from 


the moſs and vegetables immerſed in 
their ſtreams ; which, for a conſiderable 
diſtance from the ſprings, are incrufted 


with a lapidious matter. Theſe con- 


cretions are of various ſizes, ſome of 


them ſeveral inches in diameter, and 
are the effects of a calcarious matter 
contracted by the water, in its current 
through beds of limeſtone. 


At a ſmall diſtance from the Holy- 
Well, is a commodious Lodging-houſe, 
| 8 
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at 1 kept by Mr. Steers. It is a 


well built ſtructure, ſituated on the 
deſcent of the Hill, commanding exten- 
ſive and beautiful proſpects. This is 
chiefly the reſort of genteel company, 
who generally board and dine together 


in a large room, and are ſupplied with 


excellent accommodations. It is ſel- 


dom viſited in the winter, the air here 


being very ſharp in that ſeaſon: but 


in the fummer this ſpot is moſt 


delightful, rendered particularly ſo in 
the morning, by aurora's enlivening 
aſpect and the riſing ſun; whoſe meri- 


dian rays are tempered by refre ſhing 


breezes, peculiar to the Malvern Hills. 

It is a ſituation deſirable to the healthy; 
but highly ſo to invalids, who here 
enjoy a ſalubrious air and water, the 
beauties of nature, and in fome degree, 
the tranquillity of retirement. 


Near 


F 
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Near the above lodging-houſe are 
ſeveral delightful walks on the Malvern 


Hill, which, by a gradual aſcent, lead 7 


to its ſummit, where, in addition to 


the local beauties, the eye enjoys moſt 


expanded proſpects. From hence are 
ſeen ten counties, namely, Monmouth, 
Radnor, Hereford, Brecknock, Staf- 
ford, Salop, Gloceſter, Worceſter, Ox- 


ford, and Warwick; ſome of them ap- 
pearing uniform by diſtance, and others 


beautifully diverſified by art and nature. 
Here the cities of Gloceſter, Worceſter, 


and Hereford are viſible; ſeveral market 


towns, and with the aſſiſtance of a 


| glaſs near a hundred churches. It is 


extremely delightful to behold the ſur- 
rounding country from hence, in the 
months of April and May, when the 
plantations of apple-trees and pear- trees 
are in bloſſom. The ſplendid colour- 
ing of this bloom, added to the other 
tints of nature, form a ſcene moſt plea- 
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ſingly intereſting. No view, perhaps, 
can exceed it for variety and beauty, 
or more forcibly ſtrike the delighted 
fancy. 


There are ſeveral pleaſant rides about 
the Malvern Hills, particularly the 
Worceſter road, from the weſtern 
aſcent of the Hill, to the village of 


Great Malvern. Here a conſtant ſuc- 


ceſſion of new objects meet the eye of 
the traveller; ſomething that ſtill awak- 
ens his curioſity and attracts notice. 
He is pleaſed with the diſtant proſpects, 
but impreſſed with mixed ideas of 
delight and wonder, on viewing that 
ſingular variety in the features of nature, 
which more immediately ſurrounds him. 
The luxuriant appearance of the ad- 


joining country, and the barren aſpect 
of the Hills, equally and at once con- 


ſpicuous, form a ſtriking contraſt. The 


one preſents nature in her richeſt drefs, 


the 
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the other nature, romantic, wild, and 
naked. Each, however, has its pecu- 
liar powers to attract the philoſophic 
mind. The former will add delight, 
and the latter will excite ſpeculation: 


At the diſtance of two miles to the 
northward is another public road over 
the Hill, through the Wytch, or 
Chaſm, cut by art in the ſummit, in 
order to ſhorten the aſcent, and ren- 

der the paſſage over more ſafe and 
eaſy. This road is rather ſteep and 
uneven, and therefore ſeldom uſed 
for carriages: It is, however, conve- 
nient as a ſhorter way for travellers 
on horſeback, from Ledbury to Mal- 
vern and Worceſter. 


There was a road made about 
eight years back, by means of which 
carriages may be taken round the 
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north parts of the Hill. This un- 
dertaking was promoted by the late 
Sir , Hildebrand Jacob, Bart. who it 
is faid contributed largely towards 
defraying the expence of the execution. 


The air that we breathe in theſe 
rides, and indeed on every part of the 


Malvern Hills, is very refreſhing, has 
* os 
a tendency to create an appetite, and 


revive the ſpirits. This pure atmo- 
ſphere, ſo ſtimulatmg on the Hills, 


perhaps extends its influence to the 
furrounding country, where the inha- 
bitants are . ſeldom viſited with epi- 
demical diſeaſes. 
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CHAP IV. 


THE SITUATION AND BEAUTY OF GREAT 
MALVERN DESCRIBED — FOUNDATION OF 
THE MONASTERY—ACCOUNT OF THE PRE- 
SENT CHURCH—ANCIENT VERSES IN PRAISE 
OF THIS PLACE—SOME ACCOUNT OF LITTLE 
MALVERN. | 


TRE Village of Great Malvern is 
moſt delightfully ſituated on the Eaſtern 
declivity of the Hill, diſtant eight 
miles from Worceſter, and twenty-two 
from Cheltenham. It conſiſts of about 
forty houſes, chiefly neat buildings, to 
which are attached gardens, planta- 
tions of fruit-trees, or ſhrubs and ever- 
greens ; which render their appearance 
rural and pretty. Here the aſpect of 
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the Hill is peculiarly ſtriking; its bold 
aſcent, and huge rocks that riſe 
through the ſurface, have certainly a 
grand effect, eſpecially in contraſt 


with the adjoining country, where cul- 


tivation and the ſoft beauties of im- 
provement, form the predominant 
feature. 


Here is an Hotel, kept by Mr. : 
Roberts, which ſeems well calculated 
for the reception of genteel company. 


It is a neat building, ſituated in the 


centre of the village, and commands 


variegated and extenſive proſpects. 


Invalids who viſit Malvern, and 
require greater retirement, may be 
ſupplied with lodgings, agreeable to 
their circumſtances, in private families, 


there being ſeveral who during the 
ſummer appropriate apartments for the 


accommodation of ſtrangers. 


I have 


(8) 


I have not been able to obtain any 
manuſcripts, which I conceive to be 
authentic, relative to the antiquities of 
Malvern ; therefore have extracted the 
following account of the foundation 
of the Monaſtery, and its Endowment, 
from Dr. Naſh's Hiſtory of Worceſ- 
terſhire : | 


Before the conqueſt it was a wil- 
« derneſs thick ſet with trees, in the 
«© midſt of which ſome monks, who 
“ aſpired to greater perfection, retired 
« from the Priory of Worceſter, and 
e became hermits. The enthuſiaſm 
* ſpread ſo faſt, that their number 
« ſoon increaſed to three hundred, 
« when forming themſelves into a 
« Society, they agreed to live ac- 
< cording to the order of St. Bene- 
« dict, and elected Alwin, one of 
their company, to be ſuperior.— 
„ Thus was this Monaſtery founded 
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about the year 1083, with the con- 
ſent and approbation of St. Wolſtan, 


Biſhop of Worceſter. It was de- 


dicated to the Virgin Mary. 


«The greateſt benefactor was 


Henry I. who gave them Quat 


and Fuleford, in Staffordſhire, Hath- 
field, in Herefordſhire, and other 
lands. Giflebert, Abbot of Weſt- 


minſter, with conſent of his Con- 
vent, aſſigned to them ſeveral manors 
and eſtates; whereupon this Mo- 
naſtery was looked upon as a cell, 


or at leaſt ſubordinate to Weſtmin- 
ſter Abbey. 


« Gilbert de Clare Earl of Glou- 
ceſter, Lord of the Foreſt, contri- 
buted largely to the revenues of 
this houſe. Oſborn and Richard 


likewiſe conſiderable benefactors. 


1 Wolſtan, 
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= Wolſtan, Prior of Worceſter, with 
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conſent of his Convent, gave to the 
church of Great Malvern, ſundry 


lands in Powick, Braunceford, and 


Leigh. 


Auicot, in Warwickſhire, was a 
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cell to Malvern, where were four 
monks. Brockbury likewiſe, in the _ 
pariſh of Colwall, in Herefordſhire, 


© was a cell and contained two 


monks. At the time of the diſ- 


* ſolution of the Religious Houſes in 


48: 


the reign of Henry VIII. their 
revenue amounted to 3181. 18. 54d. 


according to Dugdale; but accord- 


ing to Speed, it was 3751. os. 6d. ob. 
It conſiſted chiefly in the follow- 
ing articles The manors of New- 
land, Wortefeld, and Powyck, in 
the county of Worceſter ; North- 
wode, in Shropſhire; the town of 
Hatheld, and lands in Baldenhale, 
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the family of Savage, of Rock 
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Malvern, Braunsford, and Lye ; 


tythes at Archesfonte, in the dioceſe 


of Saliſbury, of the yearly value of 


* 40s. The Priory of Malvern had 
likewiſe the appropriate churches of 
Longeney, Powyke, and Malvern; 
the patronage of the churches of 


Hanleye, in the deanery of Powyke, 


of Upton Snodſbury, in the deanery 


of Fayrford in the St of Glo- 
ceſter. 


« This Priory was DW” 36th 
Henry VIII. to William Pinnocke, 


who alienated it to John Knotes- 
ford, ſerjeant- at- arms, whoſe daughter 
Ann married William Savage, of 


Savage, in the county of Cheſter; 
from whom, by inheritance, it came 
to Thomas Savage, Eſq. of Elmley- 
caſtle, in Worceſterſhire. His de- 
ſcendant (by a female) Thomas 

: « Byrche 


(9-7 
« Byrche Savage, Eſq. ſold the de- 
* meſne to James Oliver, of the city 


of Worceſter, about the year 1774, 
© the ſcite of the old priory being 
“ fold a few years before.” 


The preſent Church of Great Mal- 
vern was purchaſed by the inhabi- 


tants of John Knotesford, for the 


ſum, it is ſaid, of 200 pounds. It 
is a magnificent ſtructure, in length 
one hundred and ſeventy-one feet, and 
in breadth ſixty-three feet; and the 
architecture rather light for the age 
in which it was erected. The tower, 
which ſtands near the centre, con- 


tains a ring of ſix bells, and a ſet 


of chimes; it is one hundred and 


twenty- four feet high, and ornamented 


with pinnacles and battlements of 


curious workmanſhip, This church 


was formerly celebrated for its beau- 
tiful windows of ſtained glaſs, conſiſt- 
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tarly ſcripture hiſtory; but which is 
now partly demoliſhed. A view, 


however, of this edifice in its preſent 
ſtate, will convince the obſerver of 


the improved taſte of the architect, 


and the opulence of its original poſ- 


teſſors. 


Several parts of the choir in this 
church, are ornamented with a teſſel- 
lated pavement, containing the coats 


of arms of many ancient and noble 
families. Some of theſe panes are 


in excellent preſervation. 


There are numerous monumental 


inſcriptions; but the h are 
moſt worthy of notice. | 


On the north fide of the commu- 
nion table is a flat ſtone, with this 


inſcription upon it in capitals: 


«© Here 


{ 539 ) 
Here lyethe the bodye of Penelope, 
the wife of Robert Walweyn, of Neulande, 
gentleman, the daughter of Richard Ligon, 


V 
** of Madersfyelde, eſquire, the ſonne of 
of William Ligon, eſquire, ſonne of Sir 
xt, Richard Ligon, knight, the ſonne of 
2 Thomas Ligon, eſquire, and Anne his 
wife, one of the daughters of the lorde 
Beauchampe, her mother was Marye, the 
iS daughter of Sir Thomas Ruſſell, of Strenſ- 
1 ham, knyghte. Obiit 13 An, 1596.“ 
8 S 
8 . the ſouth ſide of the choir 
» is an alabaſter tomb, different 
parts, of which are ſeven figures, ſaid 
1 to repreſent John Knotesford, his wife, 
and five daughters ; ; and on a pillar 
; adjoining is this ene | | 
1 6 3 lieth RR body of John Knoteſ- 
. ford, eſquire, ſervant to king Henry the 


VIII. and Jane his wife, daughter to Sir 
: Richard 
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Richard Knightley, knight, who being firſt 


marryed to Mr. William Lumley, had 
iſſue John lord Lumley ; and by John 
Knotesford had iſſue five daughters, and 


_ co-heirs ; he dyed in the Four I 580, 
Novem. * 


: o 
Upon a flat ſtone is the following 
inſcription : - 


2 Siſte, hoſpes pauliſper 
Morz pretium erit te fire 
qu fœmina fit hic ſepulta, 
Subtus depofitæ jacent exuviæ Katharinæ 
KRichardi Daſton de Wormington, 
in agro Gloceſtrienſi genere armigeri. 
| Fucultatis gradu juridici purpurati, 
Filiæ familia ſua dignæe; 
Eigidii Savage de Elmley Caſtle 
in agro Vigornienfi 
| Armigeri, ex equeſtri ordine oriundi, 
Conjugis æque amantis ac redamantz ; 


Quee 


(6x: } 


rſt Quæ viro ſuo ſuperttes, 

ad Quo melius Chriſto ſoli fponſo cæleſti nuberet; 
hn F Viduam annos quadraginta ſe continuit 2 
nd Eadem tn. rebus domeſticis provida, 

"_ Seu Salomonis mater familias illa, 


Eleemoſynariis larga quaſi Dorcas altera, 
Divinis pia velut Anna ipſa. * 
In amicos, familiares, vicinos, advenus omnes, 
_ Amaznitate morum ſuavi prædita, 
Mortalitatem exuit, immortalitatem induit 
(Die anni longiſſimo in æternitatem tranſlata) 
1 Menſis Junii 11% = . 
Anno Chriſti 1674, =tatis ſuæ 84. 
Effigiem habet Elmley ſupramemorata 


1 


(Una cum conjugis proliſque ſculptilibus) 
Ccelum animam, ſepulerum corpus, 
Exemplum ſuperſtites ac poſteri; 
At abriss anoDavuy evi Aakeilat | 
Dat mundus famam virtuti, dat pietati 
Aureolam, cœlum, vivit utroque loco.“ 


F « Margaret, 
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In different parts of the choir are 
theſe inſcriptions: 
Margaret, late wife of William Lygon, 
Eſq. and only child of Thomas Corbyn, 
Eq. obiit 21 Oct. 1699, ztat. 43.” 


„William Lygon, junior, of Madresfield, 


Eſquire, obiit 4 September 1716, ztatis 26.” 


« Here lies the body of William Ligon, 
of Madresfield, Eſq. who departed this life 
16 day of March, anno Dom. 1720, ztatis 
ſux 79.” PER nn, 


Hic jacet Maria, uxor Gulielmi Ligon de 
Madresfield, armigeri, filia Franciſci Egiocke, 
de Egiocke, militis, et cohæres fratris.—OQbiit 
decimo Novembris 1668, ætatis ſuæ 59.“ 


At the bottom of the ſtone are 
theſe lines: 


„Stay, 


C 


and - - kno} — — 4 — 


4 
Stay, paſſenger, and from this duſty urne 


Both what L was, and what thou muſt be, learne: 
Grace, virtue, beauty had no priviledge, 
That everlaſting ſtatute to abridge, 
That all muſt dye; then, gentle friend, with 
care 
In life for * and happineſs prepare. 
Flebilis hoc poſuit thalami conſors, 
Mortuus eſt Januarii 29, 1680, 
Etatis ſexageſimo octavo. 


1 70 the Jar memory of Richard ' Pe 
of Madresfield, in the county of Worceſter, 


who departed this mortal life, April 15, 1687, 
in the 4gth year of his age : Anne, his 
ſorrowful wife, eldeſt daughter to Sir Francis 
| Ruſſell, of the ſame county, Bart. dedicates 
this. — | 


Here refteth the body of Elizabeth, the 
wife of John Wallſam, Eſqr. and daughter 
to William Lygon, Eſqr. who departed this 
F 2 en 


„ 
tranſitory life the 12th day of April, anno 
Dom. 1674.“ 


” John Weoodetouſe, Eſqr. third ſon of 


Sir Philip Woodehouſe, of Kimberly, in 


Norfolk, Baronet, died 26 June, 1718, aged 


62 years.” 


9 J ohn Dickins, of Bobinton, in the county 


of Stafford, Eſq. buried April 25, 1656, 
aged 78 you and 6 months.” 


«© Richard 18 died 30 January, 
1714, aged 29 years; alſo Richard, ſon of 
the above-named Richard and Anne his wife, 
died Feb. 9, 1719, aged 6 years and 9 
months.” 5 e 


YODA Dy 


Towards the weſt end of the 
church is a flat ſtone, with the fol- 
lowing inſcription upon it in capitals. 
It was dug up in a garden adjoining 
ta 


( 65 ) 
5 to the church, in the year 1711, and 
is the epitaph of Walcher, who was 
the ſecond Prior of Malvern. 


| «© Philoſophus dignus bonus aſtrologos 
. lotheringus, vir pius ac humilis, monachus 
prior hujus ovilis, hic jacet in ciſta geome- 
tricus ac abaciſta, Doctor Walcherus; ſlet 
plebs dolet undqive clerus; huic lux prima 
mori dedit octobris ſeniori; vivat ut in 
celis exhoret quiſque fidelis. 1135. | 


of 


The following eulogium of Great 
Malvern, and its waters, is ſaid to 
have been compoſed by the Pariſh 
Clerk about * the year 1590, from 
which time it remained in manu- 
ſcript till 1778, when it was pub- 
liſhed in the Hiſtory of Worceſterſhire. 
It is, however, I believe, not very 
generally known, and therefore may 


1 Prove 


1 


prove acceptable to many of my 
readers. 
/ 

As I did walk alone 

Late in an evening ; 

I heard the voice of one 

| Moſt ſweetlv ſinging ; 

Which did delight me much, 
Becauſe the ſong was ſuch, 
And ended with a touch, 
O praiſe the Lord. 


The God of ſea and land 

That rules above us, 
Stays his avenging hand, 

Cauſe he doth love us; 
And doth his bleſſings ſend, 
Altho' we do offend: 
Then let us all amend, 

And praiſe the Lord. 


Great Malvern on a rock, 
— Thou ſtandeſt ſurely, 


UL 9 1 - 
Do not thyſelf forget, 
Living ſecurely: 
Thou haſt of bleſſings ſtore, 
No country town hath more, 


Do not forget therefore, 
To praiſe the Lord. 


Thou haſt a famous church 
And rarely builded: 

No country town hath ſuch 
Moſt men have yielded. 

For pillars ſtout and ſtrong, 

And windows large and long: 
Remember in thy ſong, 


To praiſe the Lord. 


There is God's ſervice wa 
With rev'rence duely : 

There is his word preached, 
Learned and truely : 

And every ſabbath day 

Singing of Pſalms they ſay, 

Its ſurely the only way 

To praiſe the Lord. 
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The ſun in glory great, 

When firſt it riſeth, 

Doth bleſs thy happy ſeat, 

And thee adviſeth, 

That then its time to pray; 

That God may bleſs thy way, 

And keep thee all the day, 
To praife the Lord. 


That thy due is good, 
None can deny thee; 
Thou haſt great ſtore of wood 
Growing hard by thee: 
Which is a bleſſing great 
To roaſt and boil thy meat, 
And thee in cold to heat, 


0 praiſe the Lord. 


Preſerve it I adviſe 
Whilſt thou haſt it; 
Spare not in any wiſe, 
But do not waſte it: 

FR Leaſt - 


(6) 
Leſt thou repent too late, 
Remember Hanley's fate, 


In time ſhut up thy gate, 
And praiſe the Lord. 


A chaſe for royal deer 

Round doth beſet thee; 
Too many I do fear 

For aught they get thee, 
Yet tho' they eat away 
Thy corn, thy graſs, and hay, 
Doe not forget, I fay, 

To praiſe the Lord. 


That noble chaſe doth give 

Thy beaſts their feeding ; 
Where they in ſummer live, 
With little heeding : 
Thy ſheep and Swine there go, 
So doth thy horſe alſo, 
Till winter brings in ſnow: 

Then praiſe the Lord. 


Turn 
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Turn up thine eyes on high, 
There fairly ſtanding, 

See Malvern's higheſt hill, 
All hills commanding ; 


They all confeſs at will, 


Their ſovereign Malvern 'Hill, 


Let it be mighty ſtill! 
O praiſe the Lord. 


When weſtern winds doth rock 
Both town and country. 

Thy hill doth break the ſhock, 

They cannot hurt thee; 


When waters great abound 


And many a country's drown'd 
Thou ſtandeſt ſafe and ſound, 


O praiſe the Lord. 


Out of that famous hill 

There daily ſpringeth 

A water, paſſing ſtill 
Which always bringeth 


Great 


23 


1 


1 


Great comfort to all them 
That are diſeaſed men, 
And makes them well again, 


To praiſe the Lord. 


Haſt thou a wound to heal, 
The which doth grieve thee ? 


Come then unto this well, 


It will relieve thee ; 3 
Noli me tangeres, 
And other maladies, 


| Have here their remedies, 


Prais /d be the Lord. 


To drink thy waters, ſtore 


Lie in thy buſhes, 
Many with ulcers ſore, 
Many with bruiſes; 


Who ſuccour find from ill, 


By money given ſtill, 


Thanks to the Chriſtian will: 


0 Pu the Lord. 


A thou- 
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= A thouſand bottles there, 
| Were filled weekly, 
ll And many coſtrils rare 
S For ſtomachs ficly ; 
Some of them into Kent, 
| Some were to London ſent, 
1 Others to Berwick went, 
| i O praiſe the Lord. 
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Lrrrrs MaLveRn, is ſituated in 
the county of Worceſter, diſtant about 
three miles and a half from Great 
Malvern, and one and a half from 
the Holy Well. It lies on a recum- 
bent flope, near the entrance of a 
great receſs in the Hill, and was 
formerly a conſiderable village, though 
now it conſiſts of only a few houſes. 
No lenger back than the reign of 
Queen Elizabeth, the pariſh contained 
37 families, which number is now 
diminiſhed to fix. © 6th 
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Here was likewiſe a Monaſtery, 
but not ſo magnificent as the above 
mentioned —Dr. Naſh ſays : 


« It was founded - for the ſame 
e cauſe, and in the ſame manner, as 
G « the 


E534 


* the neighbouring Priory. A con- 
4 gregation of monks, of the Priory 


* of Worceſter, having entered into 
cc the wilderneſs of Malvern, and de- 


« termined to lead an auſtere life as 
“ hermits.—Jocelin and Edred, of the 
ce order of St. Benedict, are ſaid to 
* have founded, and dedicated this 
« houſe and church to St. Gyles, 
„ about the year 1171. | 


* The principal benefactors were 


« William de Blois, and King Henry 


II. Gilbert de Clare, Earl of 
« Glouceſter, Lord of Malvern Chace, 
« was alſo a conſiderable contri- 


«© butor. 


« At the diſſolution the revenues 
c of this houſe, according to Dugdale, 


« were eſtimated at 98l. 10s. 9d.— 


„But according to Speed, they 
% amounted to 1021. 10s. gd. 


« The 


to 
th 


(75 } 
The diffolved Monaſtery, with 
„the lands, perpetual advowſon of 
« the church of Little Malvern, &c. 
were granted by Philip and Mary 
to John Ruſſell. “ 
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Little Malvern Church, which is 
now partly in ruins, was rebuilt about 
— the. year 1482, by John Alcock, 

} Biſhop of Worceſter. —It was orna- 

| mented with windows of ſtained. 
re glaſs, little of which is now left. 
24 The floor exhibits the remains of a 
of | tefſellated pavement; and on a beam 
e, is a piece of carving of moſt exqui- 
1 ſite workmanſhip ; but there are few 
monumental inſcriptions. 
Doh G 2 Near 
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>, „This was a branch of the Ruſſell's of 
— Strenſham, the heireſs of which was married 
7 to Thomas Williams, Eſq. of Trellynnie, in 
the county of Flint, in whoſe family it now 
e continues. 


8} 


Near the church is an antique 
building, the property and reſidence of 
Miſs Williams, fituated on the ſpot 


where ſtood the ancient Monaſtery. 
This houſe, which has lately undergone 
conſiderable improvements, has in front 
a fine piece of water, and commands 


various and beautiful proſpects. The 


declivity of the adjoining glen, clothed 
with bold impending wood, and the 


hill receding above, afford an appear- 


ance from hence pleaſingly romantic. 


To the eaſtward lies an expanſe of 


fertile meadows, variegated with. trees, 
which add much to the beauty of this 
ſituation. 'This ſequeſtered ſpot, viewed 
as a whole, either from the hill above 
or the plain beneath, equally attracts 
attention. Here art has a venerable 
aſpe& given it by time; and nature 
is rendered pleaſing by its exuberance 
and charming ſimplicity. 


CHAP. 


C HAP V. 


A SKETCH OF THE COUNTRY, AND CONCISE 
ACCOUNT OF THE GENTLEMEN's SEATS, 
SCENERY, AND PICTURESQUE VIEWS, IN 
THE ENVIRONS OF THE MALVERN HILLS. - 


; Tu E country lying on the weſt-ſide 
N of the Malvern Hills, is remarkable 
for the large plantation of apple: trees 

and pear- trees, and their conſequent 
productions of cyder and perry; par- 

ticularly the former, which in general 

is rich and fine taſted. However, it 

may be proper to obſerve, that there 

is in moſt places a manifeſt ſuperiority 

in the quality of the fruit, and con- 

e of the liquor, produced on 
Gs the 
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( 78 ) 
the low ground, over that which grows 
on the elevated —This difference ori- 


ginates from the nature of the ſoil, 
which, on the low ground, is a ſtrong 


clay; on the banks a light earth mixed 
with gravel, which in ſome places is 
incumbent on limeſtone. It is well 


known that the fruit produced on. the 
former ſoil, affards the liquor in general 
rich and pleaſant; but on the latter 
more pale and acid. 


1 on the. eaſt. fide of the Hills in the 
county of Worceſter, lies. a large tract 


of Common, which together with. other 


land adjoining, conſtituted. the ancient 
Matvern Chace: the greateſt part of 
which, in the time of William: the 
Conqueror, abounded with large grown 
wood. This Foreſt, or Chace, which 


was plentifully ſtacked with deer, be- 


longed to the Crown in the reign of 
King Edward I. who gave it to 
Gilbert 


: 
679 


Gilbert de Clare, Earl of Glouceſter. 


Before the Earl had been long in poſ- 
ſeſſion, he had a difpute with the 
Biſhop of Hereford, relating to; the 


weſtern boundary; to end which, and 
render the diviſion permanent, he 


cauſed a great ditch to be made 


along the ridge of the Hills, many 
parts of which are now in good pre- 
ſervation. After the death of the 


Earl the poſſeſſion of the Chace was 
retained by his ſucceſſors for ſeveral 


ages, and then became again the 
property of the Crowu. In the year 


1690, a grant was made of one-third 
of it to Richard Heath, and Sir Cor- 
nehus Vermyden, Knight; and the 


other two-thuds to the adjoining 


Pariſhes. It was afterwards declared 


free from the foreſt laws by. an a& of 
_ parliament made the ſixteenth of King 


Charles II. Since that period there 
have been ſeveral: trials reſpecting the 
right of commen, all which were 

termi- 
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terminated, ſo as ultim ately to eſta- 


bliſh that privilege (with very few 


, exceptions) equally among the inhabi- 
tants of thirteen pariſhes, which are 


ſituated upon the confines of the an- 


cient Chace. That part of the Com- 
mon, which is in the pariſh of Hanley 
Caſtle, it is expected will ſhortly be 
incloſed, agreeable to an act of 
parliament, lately obtained for that 
purpols. 


The beauty, fertility, and inviting 


3 of the country around the 
Malvern 


* Should that take place the admirer of 
natural beauty will have to regret the loſs 


of its preſent pictureſque effect.— But an ac- 
ceſſion of cultivated land, and conſequently, 
a greater production of wheat, will undoubt- 


edly be deemed an ample compenſation ; 
_ eſpecially at the preſent time, when the 
ſcarcity of that article, is ſo ſeverely felt by 
the lower claſſes of ſociety, 


Ca) 


Malvern Hills, have induced people 


of diſtinction and property to make 


it their reſidence: Hence the face of 
nature is diverſiſied with ſome very 


capital houſes; and its ſimplicity em- 
belliſhed with elegant improvement. 
Some of theſe reſidences, together 


with their reſpettive ſituations, deſerve 
an notice. 


In a retired 8 2 on PA weſt-lide 


of the pariſh of Colwall, in the county 
of Hereford, diſtant about three miles 


from the Malvern Wells, is Hope- 
End, the ſeat of Sir Henry Tempeſt, 
Bart. This is partly a modern ſtruc- 
ture, rather large and commodious, 
ſome of the apartments are highly 


finiſhed. It is nearly ſurrounded by 


ſmall eminences, and therefore does. 
not command any diſtant proſpect, 
except to the ſouthward, nor is that 
very extenſive; but this defect is com- 


| penſated by the various and beautiful 
dener 
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ſcenery that immediately ſurrounds this 
ſecluded reſidence. In front of the 
houſe are ſome fine pieces of water; 
on their ba ks are planted a variety 


of ſhrubs ard evergreeas, which, in 


conjunction with the water, look very 
ornamental. The deer park, which 

is a ſmall but pleaſant tract, lies on 
the aſcent of the contiguous emi- 
nences, whoſe projecting parts, and 
| bending declivities, modelled by nature, 
diſplay much beauty. It contains an 
elegant profuſion of wood, diſpoſed in 


the moſt careleſs yet pleaſing order. 


Much of the park, and its ſcenery, is 
in view from the houſe, where it pre- 
ſents a very agreeable: appearance. 


In the above deer park is an aſh 
of remarkable growth, which .is now 


in an improving ſtate. It is the largeſt 
I have ever ſeen, and, perhaps, the 


largeſt in Britain. 


In 
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In the pariſh of Colwall is alſo 
a pretty reſidence, the property of 
Richard Brydges, Eſq. This houſe is 
pleaſantly ſituated at the eaſtern foot 
of an eminence, which abounds with 
wood, interſperſed with cultivated 
fields and paſtures. On various parts 


of this eminence grows a conſiderable 
quantity of fir, whoſe gloomy aſpect 


diſplays a kind of ſolemn grandeur. 


The gardens, which are contiguous to 


the houſe, are well ſituated. Springs 
of water rife at a ſmall diſtance, 
affording a plentiful ſupply for uſe or 
ornament. - However, not all the at- 
tention has been paid to the latter, 
which a ſituation thus circumſtanced 
ſeems to merit. From hence is a 
pleaſing view of the neighbourhood, 


terminated by the Malvern Hills, which 


are about two miles diſtant. 


About 
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About one mile diftant from the 


Malvern Wells, is a neat villa, called 
Brand-Green Lodge, late the reſidence 


of Colonel Roberts. It ſtands on the 


weſtern declivity of a pleaſant part 


of the Malvern Hills, on a ſituation 


elevated about five hundred feet from 
the level. From this romantic fpot, 


is a fine view of the camp, which is 
about half a mile diſtant, and a very 
extenſive proſpe&t to the weſtward. 

It is not affected with that greater 


degree of cold peculiar to elevated 


lituations, being happily ſheltered from 


the eaft and north winds; from the 
former by the Malvern Hills, and 
from the latter by woods that lie at 


an agreeable diftance. The front of 


the houſe is white, and ſhaded by a 


range of evergreens, which gives it a 
pjcureſque appearance. 


At 
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At Eaftnor, in the county of Here- 
ford, diſtant four miles from the 


Malvern Wells, is Cahtleduch, the ſeat 


of Lord Somers. The greateſt part 
of this houſe is an ancient building, 


to which haye ately been added, 
ſeyeral elegant apartments built of 


free-ſtone, on a modern plan. Its ſitu- 
ation, being a flat, loſes the advantage 
of a diſtant proſpect; but the projeQ- 


ing declivities of the Malvern Hills, 
and other eminences, with which it 


is environed, being ornamented with 
a a profuſion of wood, diſplay 2 pleaſ- 
ing ſcene of rural beauty. The park, 
which ſurrounds the houſe, is not very 


extenſive, but well ſtocked with deer, 
prettily diverſified with trees, and 
adorned with a fine piece of water. 
An one part is a ſmall elevation, 


whereon is erected a ſummer-houſe, 
that commands an extenſive proſpect 


to the ſouthward. The gardens are 


—_— well 
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well ſituated, laid out with taſte, and 


kept in excellent order. From ſeveral 
- poſitions, at a ſmall diſtance to the 
eaſtward, the houſe and contiguous 
ſcenery have a pleaſing effect; the 


latter being devoid of that formal 


regularity in the diſpoſition of its parts 
which often disfigures the ſcene it is 


intended to embellifh. 


A beautiful evad extends from the 


Malvern Hills to Caſtleditch, along the 


ſummit of a ſmall elevation called the 
Ridgeway, from different parts of 
which much beauty is viſible in ſeveral 
directions. Here the grand elevation 
of the Hill, its deſcent clothed with 
wood, and the valley beneath inter- 
ſperſed with fertile paſtures, arreſt the 
attention, and delight the fancy of 
the beholder. In ſeveral parts of this 
natural terrace are a variety of ever- 


greens, the ſpontancous produce” of its 


declt- 
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dechvity, whereon the eye repoſes 
with much pleaſure, after pervading 
diſtant objects, and more romantic 
. ſcenery. 


Near the ſouthern extremity of the 
Malvern Hills is Brom/berow-Place, for- 
merly the reſidence of Colonel Walter 
Yate, and now the property of W. 
H. Yate, Eſq. This is a handſome 
ſpacious building, containing many 
excellent apartments, ſome of them 
finiſhed in a ſtile of taſte and elegance. 
A gravel walk through a ſhrubbery, 
on the confines of a beautiful lawn, 
leads to the gardens, the walls of 
which are concealed from the manſion 
by, the form of the intervening ground, 
ſo as not to intercept the proſpect, 
nor break the line of beauty. The 
houſe itſelf makes a good appearance, 
but the foreground, which is divided 


from the lawn by a ſunk fence, ſeems 
„ to 
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to call for a border of ſhrubs, or 


ornamental wood, in order to render 


it more pictureſque. The proſpects 


from hence are variegated and beau- 


tiful, and to the ſouthward very ex- 
tenſive, being terminated by diſtant 


hills in Gloceſterſhire. Some fmall 
protuberances, enriched with planta- 
tions, ſeen over a varied ground, adorn 


the weſtern profpe&. Hete are alſo 
ſeen the Malvern Hills facing an 
eminence clothed with hanging wood, 
the view of which is very plefing.. 


"ng the pariſh of H andley-Caſtle, and 


county of Worceſter, diffant about 


Is Blatkmore Park, the ow of Thomas 
Hornyold, Eſq. This is a modetn 
and elegant finiſhed ſtructure, the ſitu- 
ation dry and pleaſant, but its prof- 


pects are not very extenſive. In the 


adjacent grounds is a large quantity 


of 


689 
ef fine elm, planted uniformly in 

rows; but a plantation thus diſpoſed, 
though exceeding pretty in itſelf, does 
not afford that pictureſque appearance 
to a diſtant beholder, as groups of 
trees detached at various diſtances. 


In the neighbourhood are ſeveral large 
pieces of water, the property of the 
above gentleman, which are not un- 
| n. of notice. 


in me pariſh of Maddersfield, and 
county of Worceſter, diſtant about 
four miles from the Malvern Wells, 
is an antique but neat building, the 
reſidence of William Lygon, Eſq— 
Its ſituation, is rather flat, but com- 
mands ſome good views, particularly 
of a ſmall eminence, lying about a a 
mile to the eaſtward, containing fine 
plantations, which produce a beautiful 
effect. There is, likewiſe, a view of 
the Malvern Hills, the village of Great. 
Malvern 
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Malvern and parts -adjacent.. The 
grounds contiguous to the manſion are 


enriched with fine wood, and rendered 


various and pretty by well- formed 
pieces of water. Very near to the 
houſe is Maddersfield Chapel, encir- 
cled by a range of trees, which to- 
gether affords an appearance quite 


pictureſque. 
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